
We set the standard for Impact Investing and are the 
fi rst-choice partner for asset owners seeking to understand 
and control their global impact. Build your impact strategy 
with us - see inside for details.

Impact Investing
TAILORED, TRANSPARENT SOLUTIONS



Guidance 

Understand the environmental and social footprints of companies in 
your portfolio, in addition to their fi nancial returns.

Measure these outcomes relative to a benchmark. 

Be intentional, intending to generate social and/or environmental 
impact through your investments.

Seek measurability, enabling impact management and providing 
transparency so you can quantify and communicate the impact of your 
investments to benefi ciaries and stakeholders.

Seek expanded outcomes, increasing the magnitude or quality of your 
social and/or environmental outcomes over time.

You can choose to monitor and maximize your environmental and/
or social impact. This includes companies’ greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHG), energy consumption, water consumption and waste generation, 
as well as their gender equality and child labor practices.

You can maximize your impact by investing in either companies that 
display corporate excellence or impact solutions providers, described 
in detail on the next page.

Seek providers that off er fl exible Impact Investing solutions that can be 
implemented within portfolio guidelines and liquidity constraints.

A comprehensive database of qualitative and quantitative information 
about company management off ers greater transparency, and an 
improved risk/return profi le.

You’ll achieve the greatest transparency by basing your Impact Investing 
strategies on robust research and by ensuring that you receive explicit 
and detailed reporting from your Impact Investing solutions provider.  

Key Questions 

1  What is the current footprint of my 

investment portfolios?

2  What Impact Investing objectives

should I set?

3  Where do I want to make the most impact?

4  How can I meet my fi duciary obligations 

while adopting impactful solutions? 

5  How can I maintain full transparency when 

implementing impact solutions?

How to make an impact: 
5 key questions to answer

To implement Impact Investing solutions that will help you meet your fi nancial 
objectives, we recommend starting with a thorough analysis of your investment 
objectives and strategy: 

As pioneers in Sustainability Investing, we are committed to providing 
you with leading solutions, to expanding the reach and ease of Impact 
Investing, and we:
•  Put you in control by immediately assessing your portfolio to produce a snapshot of your global 

environmental footprint.

•  Give you choices about how to direct your impact because we can structure either focused or diversifi ed 

impact solutions, which makes our products accessible to all types of investors.

•  Off er customized impact solutions that span asset classes, including private and public equity and fi xed 

income, which can be structured to accommodate both your priorities and constraints



Corporate excellence

Companies that anticipate and manage 

current and future economic, environmental 

and social opportunities and risks by focusing 

on quality, innovation and productivity.

These solutions:

•  Start with a standard corporate credit or 

equity portfolio.

•  Focus on companies with lower normalized 

resource intensity per invested dollar or 

better social performance than their peers.

•  Are based on a set of selected sustainability 

criteria, such as eff ects on climate change 

or gender diversity.

•  Optimize fi nancial returns with a low 

tracking error, and generate positive 

socioeconomic or environmental impact 

with controlled risk.

Impact solutions providers

Companies off ering products and services 

that provide solutions to specifi c sustainability 

challenges with a positive environmental and 

societal impact are well positioned to benefi t 

from secular growth trends.

The impact objectives of these portfolios are:

•  Linked to resource effi  ciency.

•  Address sustainability challenges in the 
areas of climate, energy, water, health, and 
food security.

 

Focused strategies are based on a 

fundamental investment approach that 

considers both growth trends and sustainable 

industry drivers. These strategies are typically 

implemented as high-conviction public equity 

or private equity portfolios. 

Approach

Investment candidates

Strategies at a glance

Our monitoring 
and impact solutions

Impact Investing solutions

Our solutions encompass both listed equities and fi xed income. 
In an eff ort to take Impact Investing from niche to mainstream, we have applied the concept to major asset classes including equities and fi xed 

income. We provide two main services to our clients: Impact Monitoring, and Impact Investing solutions. 

Impact Monitoring 
In order to manage their portfolios’ impacts, investors must fi rst be able to measure them. We have developed an analytical reporting tool to help 

investors monitor the impact of any portfolio on a selection of quantitative environmental indicators. We quickly give our clients an understanding 

of the magnitude of their portfolios’ environmental impact per invested dollar:

2) Quantify impact

The environmental footprint calculated for 

each company’s exposure is aggregated 

to determine the portfolio’s total 

environmental footprint. 

The total portfolio impact is determined by 

comparing its environmental footprint to 

that of the benchmark.

3) Attribution analysis

Attribution analysis relative to the 

portfolio’s selected benchmark shows 

whether impacts are driven by sector 

allocation or stock selection.

This allows our clients to adjust their 

portfolios to achieve a customized Impact 

Investing strategy with measurable targets.

1) Evaluate footprint

We screen a client’s portfolio to determine 

each company’s environmental footprint 

on four environmental indicators —

Greenhouse gas emissions (GHG)

       Energy consumption       

       Water consumption      

       Waste generation  

— based on the company’s total capital 

and the size of the portfolio’s investment in 

the company.



We provide you with a risk-controlled customized and 
verifi able answer to the question “How can I create impact?”

Design and manage your global 
impact with ease

We off er a process that allows you to 

assess impact quickly and develop plans for 

improvement. In addition, we are committed 

to off ering solutions that meet fi duciary 

responsibility and portfolio guidelines 

We enable you to measure and report on 

portfolio impacts accurately.

We use our dataset and expertise to assess 

the environmental footprint of your portfolio.  

We understand that you need to manage 

stakeholders and ensure reporting obligations 

Improve your impact

are met. Therefore, we provide clear and 

detailed intelligence, allowing you to prove 

the impact that your portfolio is making.

20 years of research insights puts the 

power in our process.

For 20 years, we have been—and are 

still— one of the only asset management 

fi rms focused exclusively on Sustainability 

Investing. This has aff orded us the tools—in 

the form of our comprehensive sustainability 

database— and the unique expertise to 

accurately measure impacts across a portfolio 

and over a wide segment of public equity and 

corporate fi xed income portfolio holdings. 

ANALYSIS

• Defi ne Impact Investing 

objectives and strategy by 

answering fi ve key questions

DIAGNOSIS

• Impact Monitoring: Quantitative 

screen of portfolio and 

benchmark holdings against four 

environmental factors 

ACTION PLAN

• Impact Investing solutions: 
Investments in corporate 

excellence or impact solution 
providers

• Quantitative framework for 
improving impact

Your path to an impact strategy

Our Corporate Sustainability Assessment provides 360-degree insight into 
each fi rm’s sustainability performance:
•  We analyze the sustainability performance of more than 3,000 companies covering the major indices.

•  We collect 600 data points on economic, environmental and social issues with a focus on 

industry-specifi c criteria that have a material impact on companies’ ability to generate long-term value.

•  Our sustainability information goes beyond pure quantitative information. We collect qualitative 

and forward looking information about company’s objectives and strategies on topics such as water 

management.

•  Our data serves as the basis for the family of Dow Jones Sustainability Indices: only the top ranked 

companies within each industry are selected for inclusion.

•  We provide the intelligence for the Robeco Group to manage €82.6bn in ESG strategies globally.



Sustainability Investing has 
evolved with rising demand

Investors continue to demand that their portfolios generate social 
and environmental yields as well as fi nancial returns.

Growth in Sustainability Investing 
is accelerating 

Sustainability Investing assets under 

management have grown by over 60% since 

2012. Impact Investing assets are a growing 

subset that is becoming more important 

to investors.  

This has driven sustainable solutions to evolve from simple ethical screens to more complex 

strategies that allow investors to design the impact of their portfolios relative to a benchmark.   

Evolution of Sustainability Investing

1980 2000 2015+

     
Thematic Investing Investment products focused around sustainability 
themes, such as water, energy, agriculture, climate and healthy living.

20142012 Source: 2014 Global Sustainable Investment Review

12500

15000

10000

7500

5000

2500

0

Europe United States

 $ Bn

750

1000

600

450

300

150

0

Canada Australia/NZ Asia

 $ Bn

Impact Investing in Equities and Fixed Income 
Solutions in a range of broad asset classes such as public 
equity, fi xed income or private equity that allow investors to 
generate measurable environmental and/or social impact 
relative to a benchmark.

ESG Integration Solutions that Integrate ESG factors into fi nancial analysis to invest in 
companies that anticipate and manage current and future economic, environmental and social 
opportunities and risks by focusing on quality, innovation and productivity. and productivity.

Socially Responsible Investments An investment strategy that seeks to generate sustainable value by including best-in-class 
companies, while screening out companies that undertake activities generally thought to be detrimental to society.

Ethical Investments Investment strategies that meet the needs of investors with specifi c ethical principles through exclusion of 
industries or companies that violate their beliefs.  

Microfi nance Microfi nance investments or donations to specifi c causes, driven by moral rather than fi nancial motives.



No warranty. This publication is derived from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, but neither its accuracy nor completeness is guaranteed. The material and information in this publication are provided “as is” 

and without warranties of any kind, either expressed or implied. RobecoSAM AG and its related, affiliated and subsidiary companies disclaim all warranties, expressed or implied, including, but not limited to, implied 

warranties of merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose. Any opinions and views in this publication reflect the current judgment of the authors and may change without notice. It is each reader’s responsibility 

to evaluate the accuracy, completeness and usefulness of any opinions, advice, services or other information provided in this publication.

Limitation of liability All information contained in this publication is distributed with the understanding that the authors, publishers and distributors are not rendering legal, accounting or other professional advice or 

opinions on specific facts or matters and accordingly assume no liability whatsoever in connection with its use. In no event shall RobecoSAM AG and its related, affiliated and subsidiary companies be liable for any direct, 

indirect, special, incidental or consequential damages arising out of the use of any opinion or information expressly or implicitly contained in this publication. 

Copyright Unless otherwise noted, text, images and layout of this publication are the exclusive property of RobecoSAM AG and/or its related, affiliated and subsidiary companies and may not be copied or distributed, in 

whole or in part, without the express written consent of RobecoSAM AG or its related, affiliated and subsidiary companies.

No Offer. The information and opinions contained in this publication constitutes neither a solicitation, nor a recommendation, nor an offer to buy or sell investment instruments or other services, or to engage in any 

other kind of transaction. The information described in this publication is not directed to persons in any jurisdiction where the provision of such information would run counter to local laws and regulation. 

RobecoSAM Library

As a thought leader in the area of sustainability, our analysts leverage the wealth of 

information collected in our sustainability database to conduct empirical research into  

the influence of various sustainability factors on companies’ financial performance.  

We regularly publish white papers, studies and articles highlighting the results of our 

latest sustainability research and insights. 

http://www.robecosam.com/en/sustainability-insights/libraryCall or email to set up your impact plan: 

+41 44 653 10 10 | Info@robecosam.com

Successful investors  
optimize their impact
We believe that investors have the right and the responsibility to understand what impact their investments are making on our world.  

Only with this knowledge and insight can that impact be managed, controlled and enhanced. 

Our business is focused on Sustainability Investing and mobilizing capital towards creating a positive impact. We believe that financial 

markets have the power to promote sustainable business practices and address global social and environmental concerns. Moreover,  

we believe companies that engage in sustainable business practices are more successful in the long run.

Given these beliefs, we have worked for more than 20 years to provide our clients with attractive Sustainability Investing solutions,  

and our insights in this domain have helped establish our reputation as a global leader in Impact Investing.

We have been raising Corporate Sustainability standards across the world for two decades
Our Corporate Sustainability Assessment, which we introduced to the marketplace in 1999, sets the standard for Corporate Sustainability. 

Our analysis goes beyond simply monitoring and investing in the right companies: we drive change at the corporate level, and shape the 

way participating companies view and act on sustainability and good management.

Our pedigree and passion in Sustainability Investing drive our mission to create an impact
Since we first defined the Sustainability Investing space, we have become the destination for intellectually curious investment 

professionals with a passion for Sustainability Investing. Our investment professionals hail from 17 different countries and together,  

we are moving our research and innovation forward with talent, curiosity, and pragmatism. 

All of these qualities make RobecoSAM the ideal partner for developing Impact Investing solutions and impact measurement tools.  

We encourage you to join us in making a positive environmental, societal and financial impact.

http://www.robecosam.com/en/sustainability-insights/library

